
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Helen Hutchison 

Email: helen@firstpreslawrence.org 
Helen will be in the office Monday through Thursday. 

 

Our Mission 
We are a community of Christ’s disciples who celebrate God’s inclusive love  

by ministering to one another and the world. 
 

Church Office Hours 
9 am to 3 pm Monday through Friday. 

 

Welcome! 
We encourage everyone to come as you are, be who you are, and be in community with us! Whether you 
are joining us virtually or in-person, as a long-time member or a first-time guest, we are happy to have 
you with us anytime! If you are new to First Presbyterian Church, please let us know you are here by 
signing the Friendship Pad: If you are worshipping with us online either live or recorded please email 
us at linda@firstpreslawrence.org letting us know you joined us in worship. We look forward to getting 
to know you. If you are interested in membership at FPC please talk with Pastor Helen. 
Cards of Encouragement: Blue cards found in the pew rack ~ please put in offering plate and we will 
send them out in the mail. 
 
 
Youth Activities 

• Sponsoring Souper Bowl of Caring on February 8th.  We will also have a Pregame Tailgate 
Event following worship.  A can of soup (or two or three) will be your ticket to the event.  The 
Chiefs might not be in the Super Bowl this year, but hungry children are still in the game.  Bring  
cans of soup and cheer for your team – whoever gets to play this year!  Cans will be accepted 
through the Winter Game Night on February 15!  We want to collect 200 cans of soup! 

• Winter Game Night – February 15 at 4:00 pm in Fellowship Hall Potluck soup supper and games 
for all ages and interests.  This is an all-church event hosted by our youth!  Plan to come out and 
enjoy an evening of fun and games. 

Do you have something you want to add to the Youth calendar? Need more information? Contact 
Kelly Jones-Grube at 785-979-2713 (please note the new number!) or Kellygal78@hotmail.com 
 
Children Sunday School 

• Sunday School Classes for Children  
o Our Children gather for fun and adventure in Room 14 at 9:15 am.  Everyone is welcome 

to be a part of the fun! 
 
Adult and Youth Sunday School 

• Pastor Helen’s Monday Class is meeting on Monday afternoons at 2 pm in the Fireside Room.  
They are currently studying the Lord’s Prayer.  Everyone is welcome! 
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• Earth Care Forum for 2026 – White Hydrogen as Possible Energy Source?  Joe Spease, CEO 

of WindSoHy, LLC a company developing wind, energy storage, white and green hydrogen 
projects will present.  Spease will describe what white hydrogen is and how it is extracted in 
Kansas and beyond.  He will also discuss the use of hydrogen combustion chambers, white 
hydrogen power plant development to replace natural gas power plants; development of low-price 
carbon fiber cylinders for pressurized hydrogen storage on vehicles and other developments. 

o Next Sunday the topic is The Challenge of Capitalism – When “Less is More/”    
 
Volunteers needed to work in the church office. 
Thanks to everyone who is helping in the church office.  I have placed a sign-up sheet in the narthex 
showing 2-hour shifts.  I will keep the sign-up sheet updated as we move forward. Thank you so much 
for your willingness to help me out!  Gratefully, Linda Bridges 
 

Our Stewardship Campaign, “What Is that in Your Hand” has been successful in several ways.  As 
of December 29, we have received 90 pledges totaling $405,448.00 and we are grateful!  We also have 
only a few missing pieces to our puzzles.  That is an apt description of our lives together – we all have 
missing pieces and must depend on each other to fill in the gaps.  In addition to returning your puzzle 
pieces and making your pledges for 2026, you told us how you are or would like to participate in the life 
and ministry of First Presbyterian Church.  If you indicated new ways you would like to be a part of the 
church, you will be hearing from someone about how you can do that.  So, remember, just because you 
don’t recognize the phone number it might be someone offering an opportunity for service, fellowship, 
friendship, and/or ministry!   
 
Oh, the weather outside might be frightful - During this season when the weather can change without 
warning, the Session has determined that if the Lawrence School District closes schools, then the Church 
Office will also be closed.  In the event of a storm system affecting us over a weekend, please check our 
website www.firstpreslawrence.org or our Facebook page at First Presbyterian Church Lawrence KS for 
information about building closures and or changes to worship times. 
 

Welcoming First Time Guests to FPC  One of the functions 
of the Welcome Committee is to welcome new guests at FPC.  
This used to be done by the “Muggers” who delivered 
information about us and a FPC mug.  When we ran out of 
mugs, we decided to change to delivering a bag, and the 
name was changed to the “Bag Brigade”.  A “Bagger” is 
contacted by the office if a delivery is needed in the week they 
volunteered to deliver.  The office organizes the Bag and the 
delivery information for the Bagger.  The Bagger then 

welcomes a new guest with a Bag with information about our programs.  It is as easy as that.  This is a 
volunteer opportunity that does not require heavy lifting, cooking, gardening, cleaning or committee 
meetings!   Join our Bag Brigade!  Contact the Church office (785-843-4171) if this is your cup of tea.  
Another thing EVERYONE can do is encourage a new guest to provide contact information so we can 
deliver the Bag.  We can also provide a Bag for pick up if they provide an email address.  Thank you! 
 
We would like to introduce you to our Ensemble Singers.  This week we 
feature Audrey Nolte, soprano.  Audrey is currently a second-year Doctor of 
Musical Arts student at the University of Kansas, studying under the direction of 
Dr. Stella Markou. Audrey is also a School of Music Community Fellow, and the 
President of the Opera Club on campus. This semester, she is making her stage 
management debut for “Elixir of Love” at KU and will be performing her first 
doctoral recital in the spring. Outside of school and church, Audrey loves hiking 
at Clinton Lake, reading, and spending time with her family and friends. 
 
This is a great time to join the choir if you are interested.  They rehearse on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm and on Sunday mornings before worship.  All 
singers, all skill levels welcome.  If you like to sing, we would love to have you join us!  Check in with 
Adrian Hartsough on Sunday morning or at adrian@firstpreslawrence.org. 
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Grieving Together – This is a new group at FPC and those who are working through the loss of a 
significant person in their lives (recently or years ago) are invited to come share their experiences moving 
through the grief.  The group will meet weekly on Wednesday at 10:30 am in the Library.  You may come 
every week or as often as the group meets your needs.  It rarely is a good idea to manage grief on your 
own, but sometimes family and friends aren’t quite right either.  Come see if this group is the right one 
for you right now.  Need more information?  Contact Peg Livingood at livingoods54@gmail.com. 
 
Justice Matters   Eleven years ago, FPC joined other Lawrence faith communities to form Justice 
Matters, a faith-based community organizing organization to change unjust systems in our local culture. 
Justice work is slow, tedious, and reportedly more successful if we challenge our public officials to adopt 
proven solutions to make our systems more just. As an example, one of the first contentious issues that 
surfaced in the fall house meetings held in all the faith partner networks was the number of people in 
Douglas County not able to afford to live in Douglas County.  With Justice Matters leading the way, voters 
in Lawrence approved a 1/20th of a penny in sales tax to an affordable housing trust fund that is expected 
to raise $10 Million in the next 10 years. 
A year ago, the new issue adopted was Youth Trauma. We are in our second research cycle. We have 
six proven evidence-based solutions to consider to increase Positive Childhood Experiences and build 
resiliency: 
Trauma Smart supports children ages 0-5 who have experienced trauma by training teachers and 
caregivers in trauma-informed practices. 
Positive Parenting Program provides parents of children from birth to adolescence with practical tools 
for positive discipline and emotional coaching. 
Nurse-Family Partnership pairs first-time, at risk mothers with nurses from pregnancy through early 
childhood. Studies show reduced child abuse, improved birth outcomes, and stronger long-term 
economic and educational results. 
Treatment Foster Care serves youth 12-17 with significant behavioral or emotional needs who might 
otherwise enter group care. 
HEARTS brings trauma-informed practices into K-12 schools through teacher training, classroom 
strategies and on-site mental health consultation. 
HOPE (Healthy outcomes from Positive Experiences) strengthens protective factors by encouraging 
positive experiences such as nurturing relationships and safe environments. 
The committee meets at FPC the first Saturday of February and March, 10 am= noon. All are welcome 
to attend and learn more. 
 
Deacon Love Fund   In January your generosity provided assistance to 13 families in the amount of over 
$1,600.00!  Thank you so much!  You kept the power on, the water running, the internet available for 
work and school, and shelter in this especially cold winter weather.  Thirteen families might not have had 
to choose between heat and food or water and medicine.  The needs continue and this is a way that we 
can all participate in the love and care of people in our community.  Please consider a gift to the Deacon 
Love Fund today – or whenever you can.  Thank you. 
 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation  The Session is calling a meeting of the Congregation on Sunday, 
February 15 immediately after worship.  The purpose of the meeting is to receive the Annual Report, 
receive the 2026 Budget, and approve Pastor Helen’s terms of call.  We will also have Membership 
Directories available for you to pick up.  The meeting will also be live streamed for those at home.  Thank 
you for participating in the life of the church by attending! 
 
Ash Wednesday Services will be held on February 18th from 12:30 to 1:30 and 6:00 to 7:00 in the 
Chapel.  This experiential service will help us focus on the Season of Lent – How that started and what 
it means for us today.  It will include the imposition of ashes on your hand or forehead.  All are welcome 
 
We are hiring!  Help us spread the word! We are seeking a part-time Office Assistant.  Their primary 
responsibility will be to be the first person our guests encounter – on the phone and in person.  They will 
need to be comfortable using Microsoft 365, business machines, and be willing to learn to use our 
database system.  Hours are 10 to 2 Monday through Friday, but there is some flexibility.  If you or 
someone you know is interested, please call Linda Bridges at 785-843-4171.  
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Are you interested in a bigger commitment?  

We are always looking for people to serve on our committees and teams. 
 

Learn a new skill!  Join the Sound Board Team.  They will train you on sound, the camera, or the 
board.  It takes at least two to make the live stream happen, so the more folks who know how to do this 
the better off we all are.  We have at least 20 to 25 people who regularly join us via You Tube on Sunday  
morning and about that same number who watch the recording later in the week.  Lots of people depend 
on our Sound Board team!   
 

If you like being outdoors and helping people have access to healthy vegetables and herbs you need to 
consider being on the Community Garden Team.  They will be planting the winter garden before you  
know it and will need folks to water and weed.  Signing up for times that work for you and a frequency 
that fits your schedule can offer satisfaction that you are a part of a food solution! 
 
The Memorial Garden Committee is in need of people who can help keep the garden clear of weeds, 
mulched in the spring and fall and stays a nice place for our friends to visit and be with their loved ones.  
The work is seasonal and sporadic, but we can let you know when we need help. 
 
Do you have a knack for working with flowers?  The Worship Committee is looking for someone or a 
team to be in charge of the Sunday flowers.  We have a place for people to sign up to provide the 
flowers, but sometimes there isn’t anyone signed up and we need to have something at the front of the 
Sanctuary – even well-placed greenery is helpful.  We have a closet full of vases and baskets for use as 
well as silk and faux flowers.  Contact Erinn Barcomb-Peterson if you are interested. 
 
Ushers and Greeters - Can you provide a welcoming handshake or wave on Sunday morning?  We are 
looking for people who can greet at the front doors or usher folks into the Sanctuary.  This is especially 
important for our guests!  It is always nicer to be greeted with a smile and helpful information when you 
are new to a place.  Commitment can be as little or as much as your schedule will allow.  Sign up on the 
Friendship Pad or call the church office.  Thank you. 
 
Fellowship Opportunities in 2026 
The Fellowship Committee has plans to host the following events this year.  While they are responsible 
for the planning, they could use our help to make all of these events fun and enjoyable for all of us.  If 
you can help setting up or cleaning up or in some other way, please contact Chris Heider at 
v.c.heider25@gmail.com.  You can volunteer for one event or several.  Helping hands are a great way 
to meet new friends! 

 
February 8 - Pre-Game Tailgate Party begins at 11:30 in 
Fellowship Hall.  Bring your favorite tailgate food to share with 
everyone.  Chips and salsa, roll-ups, wings, meatballs, sliders, 
whatever is your favorite!  We could use help before worship, setting 
tables and getting water pitchers ready.  After the party, please help 
clean up.   
The Youth are sponsoring the Souper Bowl of Caring so please 
bring a few cans to fill their football field and help support the hungry 
in Lawrence!  They are challenging us to beat their record from last 
year by collecting over 185 cans of soup.  Let’s do it! 
 

Coming up later in the year: 
March – TBD 

April – Maundy Thursday Potluck 
June – FPC Picnic 

July – Ice Cream Social 
August – School Year Kick Off 

October – 2nd Annual Chili Cook-Off 
December – Christmas Dinner 
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