
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Helen Hutchison 

Email: helen@firstpreslawrence.org 
Helen will be in the office Monday through Thursday. 

Our Mission 
We are a community of Christ’s disciples who celebrate God’s inclusive love  

by ministering to one another and the world. 
Church Office Hours 

9 am to 3 pm Monday through Friday. 
 

Welcome! 
We encourage everyone to come as you are, be who you are, and be in community with us! Whether you 
are joining us virtually or in-person, as a long-time member or a first-time guest, we are happy to have 
you with us anytime! If you are new to First Presbyterian Church, please let us know you are here by 
signing the Friendship Pad: If you are worshipping with us online either live or recorded please email 
us at linda@firstpreslawrence.org letting us know you joined us in worship. We look forward to getting 
to know you. If you are interested in membership at FPC please talk with Pastor Helen. 
Cards of Encouragement: Blue cards found in the pew rack ~ please put in offering plate and we will 
send them out in the mail. 
 

 
 
Children Sunday School 

• Sunday School Classes for Children  
o Our October Study is called Honor God’s Diversity 
When you read the Bible closely, you can see that one of its amazing qualities is how its pages 

embrace a great diversity of voices. From one book to another—and even within a single book—the 
Bible is able to hold diverse genres, contexts, perspectives, and even theologies together. A beautiful 
example of this is at the very beginning of the Bible where we have, not one, but two creation stories 
back-to-back. Their mere presence testifies to a biblical valuing of diversity, and the content of these 
stories actually shows us some important principles about honoring God’s diversity.   

Just as the biblical text honors God’s diversity in its many perspectives and in the balance that 
is struck between the broad and the specific, we are called to honor God’s diversity in ways that 
balance broad inclusivity with specific foci. To truly honor God’s diversity, the acknowledgment and 
praise of the diversity that we see in the Bible, creation, or our communities is one step. But it is not 
the end goal. Honoring diversity, as opposed to just seeing or having diversity, requires the difficult 
work of striving toward justice and equality. The following four central principles can guide us down a 
path of truly honoring God’s diversity. We must: 

● Affirm people who are marginalized 
● Center voices from the margins 
● Work for liberation while challenging oppression 
● Use advantages to overturn inequality 
 
 

October 25, 2026 

First Press 

Weekly Newsletter  
 

First Presbyterian Church 

mailto:helen@firstpreslawrence.org
mailto:linda@firstpreslawrence.org


 
Adult and Youth Sunday School  

• Jeff Southard is leading a class “Islam in a Nutshell”.  He will provide an overview of the basic 
beliefs of Islam, which is helpful as we try to understand the current events unfolding in the Middle 
East.  All are welcome to join him in the Fireside Room. 

 

Youth Activities and Opportunities – 
• Please keep our Youth Director Kelly Grube and family in your prayers as she continues with 

Chemo.   
• Our next collection – Shoes!  We have collected 81 pairs of shoes for donation to the HRC. We 

will continue collection through the end of October.  Please bring any donations you have 
collected by 10/31.  

 

Worship for October and November Every Gift Tells a Story 
 This past year has been one with wars in the international setting, battles in our political spheres, 
and people struggling to keep up with expenses.  As we move into October and November our sermon 
series will be focused on ordinary people doing extraordinary things.  There are many examples in 
Scripture and many examples in our church and community.  This is our Stewardship Theme reminding 
all of us that we make a difference.  When I get discouraged I look to two quotes that inspire me: 

• “It is not your duty to finish the work, but neither are you at liberty to neglect it,” from Rabbi Tarfon 
(Pirkei Avot 2:16)  

• “I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; and because 
I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do something that I can do.” Helen Keller 

As we seek to acknowledge there are amazing things happening in a crazy world, we acknowledge 
God is working and engaged, and we offer ourselves trusting that with God we make a difference. 
 

Pastor Helen’s Monday Class will continue a study called Christianities: the first 4 centuries C.E. at 
2 pm in the Fireside Room.  We will be looking at different theological understandings in the early church 
movement, This week we will be looking at the Gnostics.  Everyone is welcome.  
 
Show Your Colors on Social Justice Sunday November 1st 
We all put in time, money and effort to support causes that focus on 
social justice issues in our community. This Sunday November 1st, 
the Matthew 25 Committee invites you to “show your colors” by 
wearing your blue FPC shirt or one from an organization or cause you 
support. Let’s fill the sanctuary with a rainbow of colors as we gather 
for worship and communion. 
 

Second Annual Chili Cook-off Winner is Zoe Stucky! 
Zoe reported that she had changed some of her spices in her chili this year and that made it a winner!  
Contestants from left include:  Allan Williams, Helen Hutchison, Zoe Stuckey, Charles Tuttle, Larry 

Flottman, Peg Livingood, Jeff Southard, and Adrian Hartsough.  The Fellowship 
committee would also like to thank the two judges and all who came to the 

Second Annual Chili Cook-Off. There were a variety of types:  vegan, some 
with beans, some without, a Hawaiian spin, Cincinnati style, white chicken, 
even one with almonds! The winner is Zoe Stucky and Runner up is Larry 
Flottman. 

 
 
 



 
 
Church Fall Clean Up – On Saturday, October 24, you are 
invited to help us clean up some areas of the church.  We will 
work outside if weather permits, and inside with several projects.  
We will be cleaning and polishing in the Sanctuary, deep 
cleaning in the large kitchen, shining up the brass items and 
getting the dust bunnies out from under the pews – in the 
Sanctuary and in the halls.  Bring your own cleaning items or we 
will have some to share.  Thanks for your help getting ready for 
our holiday guests! 
 
 

Help us serve tacos at LINK! 
 
We will be providing the meal at LINK on Saturday, 
November 7th. 
 
You can help by bringing some of the ingredients, cooking 
the food, or serving to the guests that day. 
 
If you are providing food please bring all items to the 
church kitchen on Friday, November 6 between 9 am and 
3 pm or directly to LINK on November 7 by 11:30 am. 
 
If you are volunteering to serve, please arrive by 11:30 am 
at LINK. 
 
Sign up in the Narthex on Sunday or contact Claire 
Boyette at claire@firstpreslawrence.org. 
 

 
Left Over Trick or Treat Candy? 

Bring the leftovers to the church on Sunday, November 
1st!  We will share with the voters who come in to cast 
their ballots for the mid-term elections.  We are 
expecting a large turn-out of people and having a little 
sweet treat for them is always nice.  Thank you! 
 

 
Answering the Question:  But What Can We Do?   

Join Us for a Visit to the Haskell Cultural Center and Museum  
Wednesday, November 04 at 1:00 PM 

Join your First Presbyterian friends for an enriching visit to the Haskell Cultural Center and Museum.  We 
will enjoy a special tour led by its Director, Travis Campbell, MSLIS.  As a steward of living tribal materials, 
traditions, and cultural arts, the Center and Museum conveys the rich history of Haskell Indian Nation’s 
University from its founding as a government boarding school to today’s fully accredited University.  Its 
collections include archives, art, artifacts, historic photographs, and documents from Haskell's student 
newspaper, The Indian Leader, the oldest continually published Native American student newspaper in 
the world.  Our visit is set for Wednesday, November 04, at 1 PM.  Meet at the First Presbyterian Church 
parking lot by 12:30, so we can carpool—or you can meet us at the Center (2411 Barker Ave., on the 
campus of Haskell Indian Nations University) by 1 PM.  Our group size is limited to 20 people.  Please 
sign up at the Matthew 25 table by November 1st.    Contact Linda Watts at lindajoywatts@gmail.com 
with any questions.  Learn more before our visit at https://www.haskellhistory.com/ . 
 
 

Saturday, October 24
9 am to Noon

Many hands make quick work!
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Haskell Cemetery Donations 
The Matthew 25 group is leading First Presbyterian Church’s initiative to develop a closer and more 
informed, aware relationship with our Indigenous brothers and sisters.  Part of that initiative is financially  
supporting the cleaning, refreshing, refurbishment, and resetting of the 103 gravestones in the Haskell 
Cemetery.  This sacred space contains the burials of children and teens who died while at Haskell, 
predominantly spanning the years 1884 – 1913.  Most of the tombstones were placed in the 1930’s and  
detail the children's names, tribes, and lifespans.  In a conversation with Travis Campbell, Director of the 
Haskell Cultural Center, inquiring about how First Presbyterian could be of meaningful support, he shared  
that he and Courtney King, Manager of Haskell’s Eric Allen Greenhouse, are in the process of refurbishing 
the cemetery gravestones.  This task requires substantial funds to purchase special gravestone cleaning  
kits with appropriate brushes and chemicals and to reset the stones as needed.  Mr. Campbell was 
delighted and enthusiastic to hear that First Presbyterian will be making a financial contribution to this 
vital work of honoring those buried there.  You can learn more about Haskell’s early years and those 
buried in the cemetery in Haskell Institute: 19th Century Stories of Sacrifice and Survival by Haskell 
Professor Emerita Dr. Theresa Milk.  You can donate by stopping by the Matt 25 table in the narthex or 
by giving by check or online to First Presbyterian Church, Haskell Cemetery Project. 

 
 
The FPC Acknowledgement of Place 
We at First Presbyterian Church acknowledge that long before the 
church was built, these lands were cared for by indigenous peoples 
including the Arapaho, Cheyenne, Comanche, Kiowa, Pawnee, Osage, 
and Kanza.  As an institution rooted in faith, local communities, and 
history, First Presbyterian Church fully acknowledges and celebrates the 
Native cultures and organizations that make Lawrence stronger.  
Furthermore, we recognize the experiences of Native people in our own 
community and elsewhere in an effort to heal and bring forth a brighter 
tomorrow.   

 
Plug-In Solar Panels 
Sound intriguing?  If you are interested in clean, 
alternative energy solutions, please come learn more 
about portable solar systems from members of the 
Kansas Sierra Club Chapter and a KU professor emerita. 
 
Sponsored by Lawrence Ecology Teams United for 
Sustainability (LETUS) and the Wakarusa Group of the 
Kansas Chapter of the Sierra Club, the event will focus on 
legalizing and popularizing solar systems that plug into 
wall outlets. Zack Pistora, director of the Kansas Sierra 
Chapter, and Alice Bean, distinguished professor emerita at KU, will present. 
 
Join us on Sunday, October 25 at 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall of First Presbyterian Church for more 
information.   
 
An article with this picture (photo credit to Nathan Kramer)  ran in the October 21 Lawrence Times.  What 
they might not know is that the roof of the building is covered in solar panels too!  Come learn how you 
can perhaps off-set some of your expenses without breaking the bank! 

 
Early voting is open! 

Election Day is November 3rd. 
Make sure to vote to have your voice heard. 


